No:............. 
EXPORT OF DAIRY AND DAIRY BASED PRODUCTS TO AUSTRALIA  

NOTES FOR THE GUIDANCE OF TEAM VETERINARIANS, OFFICIAL VETERINARIANS AND EXPORTERS

1.
Scope


Certificate 6969EHC must be used to accompany dairy and dairy based products (including of buffalo/sheep/goat origin) to Australia. The certificate is divided into 3 sections, as follows:

A. Dairy products, other than those covered in B and C below;

B. Cheese and butter;

C. Retorted dairy products.

Only the appropriate section/s need/s to be completed.

Any section/s that do/does not apply must be deleted.

NOTE: 

THE OV MUST CONSULT THE IMPORT PERMIT TO DETERMINE WHICH SECTION MUST BE COMPLETED. 

E.g. The product might be canned, but that does not necessarily mean that the import permit requires certification of Section C alone. 

IMPORTANT: If the dairy ingredients originated and/or were processed in a country other than the UK, it may be necessary to obtain an official certificate from the country/countries concerned for the ingredients in question to enable the certificate to be signed – please see guidance at paragraphs 5 and 6 below. 


2.
Import Permit

The exporter must apply to the Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources for an Import Permit. The contact details are as follows: 

Website: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/ 
Tel: 0061 3 8318 6700

Email: imports@agriculture.gov.au

NOTE: AS ABOVE, THE CERTIFYING OV MUST CHECK THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE IMPORT PERMIT TO SEE WHICH OF THE 3 SECTIONS OF 6969EHC IT CORRESPONDS WITH.  

3.
Certification by an Official Veterinarian


This certificate may be signed by an OV appointed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Scottish Government or the Welsh Government, who is on the appropriate panel for export purposes or who holds the appropriate Official Controls Qualification (Veterinary)(OCQ(V)) authorisation, or an Authorised Veterinary Inspector (AVI) appointed by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs - Northern Ireland (DAERA). 

OVs/AVIs should sign and stamp the health certificate with the OV/AVI stamp in any colour OTHER THAN BLACK.

A certified copy of the completed certificate must be sent to the issuing office (in GB – the Centre for International Trade, Carlisle) within seven days of signing, or in the case of Northern Ireland, to DAERA, Dundonald House, Belfast.

The OV/AVI should keep a copy for his/her own records.

4.
FMD Exclusion Window

6969EHC cannot be used to certify products obtained from milk collected/processed in the UK during 1 July 2007 to 19 February 2008 (dates inclusive), unless the products have been retorted in accordance with section C of 6969EHC. 
5.
Notifiable Disease Clearance

For FMD, LSD and sheep/goat pox, it should be noted that the statements need to be correct at the time the milk was collected and processed, so the checks mentioned below have to be carried out having ascertained where (country) these happened  and when (date). The OIE WAHID interface allows the disease status of all OIE member countries to be interrogated from 2005 onwards by choosing the country and disease from the pull down menus: http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/statusdetail/index/newlang/en
For cattle/buffalo/sheep/goat milk originating/processed in the United Kingdom


Official Veterinarians may certify – only in the case of milk originating/processed in the UK - paragraph IV:

A) i), ii), and B) i), ii), BUT only if the milk was collected/processed outside the FMD exclusion window (1/7/2007 to 19/2/2008)

A) iv) a), v) a), and B) iv) b), v)
on behalf of the Department provided written authority to do so has been obtained from the issuing office (in GB, APHA, Centre for International Trade, Carlisle/ in Northern Ireland the relevant issuing office) on form 618NDC.

Products other than butter, cheese and retorted products will need to be pasteurised as it is not possible to certify country/region freedom for some of the diseases mentioned in IV A iv)b)i) and IV A v)b)i).

For cattle or buffalo milk originating/processed in an EU member state other than UK

The OV must check using the information sources described below that the country of origin/processing meets the conditions for freedom from Foot and Mouth disease, Lumpy Skin Disease and Rinderpest specified in paragraphs IV.A)i), IV.A)ii), IV.A)iv)a) and IV.B)iv)b), IV.B)v).  If the OV is in any doubt over whether or not they are able to certify these paragraphs, they should seek advice from APHA, CIT Carlisle. 
A list of countries recognised by OIE as free of FMD can be found on the OIE website at:

http://www.oie.int/animal-health-in-the-world/official-disease-status/fmd/list-of-fmd-free-members/
The OV should also check for any recent disease updates at:

http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/WI
With reference to paragraph IV.A)iv)a) and IV.B)v), the OIE requirements for freedom from Lumpy Skin Disease (LSD)are:
A country may be considered free from LSD when:

1. LSD is notifiable in the country;

2. no case of LSD has been confirmed for at least the past three years;

3. no vaccination against LSD has been performed for at least three years;

4. commodities are imported in accordance with this chapter (11.12 of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code)

The OV must check that the relevant country has not reported any cases in the past 3 years.  Information on a country’s LSD status can be found at:
http://www.oie.int/wahis_2/public/wahid.php/Diseaseinformation/Diseasehome
The OV should enter “Lumpy Skin Disease” on this web page and click on “Lists of countries by sanitary situation”

-----
In addition to the above, the OV should check the EU disease reporting system at:
ADNS http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/diseases/adns/index_en.htm
Disease information for EU member states can be found by clicking on “summary” for current year; information can be selected by disease or by country.  Information for previous years can also be accessed from the index page.
For Rinderpest (paragraph IV.B)iv)b), cheese and butter), the OIE considers the disease to have been eradicated, but the OV must check the above sources to make sure that no new cases have been reported and that the country of origin remains free.

Products other than butter, cheese and retorted products will need to be pasteurised as it is not possible to certify country/region freedom for some of the diseases mentioned in IV A iv)b)i) and IV A v)b)i).

As an alternative to carrying out the checks above, the OV may certify the notifiable disease clearances paragraphs on the basis of official veterinary support certification from the country of origin/processing, if this certifies the facts required and if it can be obtained.

For sheep or goat milk the OV should consult APHA CIT, Carlisle for advice.

For cattle/buffalo/sheep/goat milk originating/processed in a Third Country(i.e outside of EU)

The OV may certify the disease clearance statements in paragraphs IV. A) i), ii), B) i), ii), A) iv) a), A)v) a), B) iv) b) and B) v) on the basis of official veterinary certification from the country of origin if this is available and if it covers all the required facts.  If in doubt, the OV should consult APHA CIT, Carlisle for advice.
6.
Certification of paragraphs IV A iii) and IV B iii)
Official veterinarians can certify these paragraphs for milk of EU origin on the basis of milk hygiene legislation in force in EU member states which ensures that only healthy animals are used for milk production.  For milk originating from outside the EU, these paragraphs can only be certified if an official certificate from the country of origin which includes this information is made available to the certifying veterinarian.

7.
Disclaimer
This certificate is provided on the basis of information available at the time and may not necessarily comply fully with the requirements of the importing country.  It is the exporter’s responsibility to check the certificate against any relevant import permit or any advice provided by the competent authority in the importing country.  If these do not match, the exporter should contact the Centre for International Trade - Carlisle, via the link below:

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/animal-and-plant-health-agency/about/access-and-opening
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